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On.-June 30, 1966 there were 12,306 patients 
in residence in the state institutions under the 
Department of Public Welfare. These included 
5,906 patients in'mental hospitals .(5,632 mentally 
ill and 274 inebriates), 5,478* in institutions 
for the mentally retarded, 720 in state nursing 
homes, 104 crippled children in Gillette Hospital, 
50 tuberculosis patients in Glen Lake State 
Sanatorium, and 48 emotionally disturbed children 
in the Minnesota Residential Treatment Center. 
The special schools for the blind and deaf were 
closed for summer vacation. 

The accompanying chart of average daily popu
lations ' shows the great change that has occurred 
over the past ten years in distribution of resident 
patients by type of care. The greatest change has 
been in the number of hospitalized mentally ill 
patients, dropping from 11,205 average daily resi
dent population during 1955-56 to 6,289 during 
1965-66. The decrease in mental hospital popula
tion was accelerated greatly with the opening of 
the state nursing homes in January, 1962, and has 
continued at a high rate although there has been 
little change in state nursing home population the 
past few years (average daily population 7l6 during 
1965-66). The average daily population of the 
institutions for the mentally retarded increased 
from 4,847 in 1955-56 to a high of 6,091 in 1962-63 
and since has been decreasing to an average of 
5,805 during 1965-66. 

The smaller institutions are not shown 
separately in the chart, but average daily popula
tion for each of the past five years are shown in 
a special table following this narrative report as 
are the average daily populations for the individual 
mental hospitals and institutions for the mentally 
retarded. A special historical table with end of 
the year figures for each institution for each of 
the past five year and at the end of each ten year 
period back to 1870 is also included in this month's 
report. 

During fiscal year 1965-66 the number of 
hospitalized mentally ill patients decreased from 
6,323 to 5,632, a net drop of 691 patients, almost 
11 percent. The June 30, 1966 resident population 
Included less than half as many mentally ill 
patients as were hospitalized September 30. 1954 

. * 6,066 on the books of these institutions. 



When- the number of mentally ill in residence* 
was at its highest point, 11,348. The 1965-66 
decrease is the largest since 1961-62, when the 
state nuresing homes opened. The decrease in 
population has resulted from a great increase in 
patients released alive with little change in the 
number of new admissions. The increase in 
releases, however, has been accompanied by an 
increase in readmissions and returns from 
provisional discharge and a decrease in number 
of deaths in the hospital. 

In recent years there has been a great increase 
in voluntary admissions, both among new admissions 
and reauoissions, while there has been a considerable 
decrease in the number of committed first admissions: 

The book population of the institutions for 
the mentally retarded also decreased during fiscal 
year 1965-66, from 6,265 to 6,066. During the 
year a total of 240 patients entered these institu
tions, 297 were released and 91 died. There was 
also a small reduction in population through trans
fer of some selected patients to Moose Lake State 
Hospital. Turnover was less than during 1964-65, 
with 171 fewer patients entering, 65 fewer patients 
released and two less deaths in residence. Only 
177 patients were first admitted in 1965-66 com
pared with .337 in 1964-65 and 297 in 1963-64. 

There were 721 patients on the books of the 
two state nursing homes June 30, 1966, a net 
increase of eight during the year, A total of 
154 patients were admitted (26 less than last 
year), 34 received final discharges (21 less than 
last year), and 112 died (11 more than last year), 
Ah-Gwah-Ching, with 422 patients, has shown little 
change in population for the past three years. 
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Oak Terrace, with 299 patients June 30, 1966 showed a net increase of 
ten this past fiscal year, and now has 31 more patients than were on 
the books two years ago and 82 more than three years ago. Except for 
these small increases at Oak Terrace, patients have been able to enter 
these institutions only as space has been made available through dis
charge or death. 

NOTE: Figures on population movements for 1965-66 are preliminary 
and subject to minor corrections. 
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